7 Days 5 night Best of Southern India ~Kerala
In: TRIVANDRUM / out: COCHIN Tour Code: IC-KTC 07

Day -1: Kuala Lumpur~Chennai~Trivandrum ~Kovalam (D)

Assemble at KLIA and check-in your flight to Chennai .Arrive Chennai airport then transit your flight toTrivandrum. Upon arrival at Trivandrum airport,
meet and greet , then transfer to Kovalam (16 Kms). Check in at the hotel at Kovalam. Kovalam beach full of white sands and cliffs is one of the most
famous beaches in India. The boundless blue waters of the Arabian Sea and miles of sands washed away by the surf, make this beach a paradise come
true. Evening relax in beach or can enjoy world famous Ayurvedic massage, involves various herbal massages, steam baths and yoga. Later on
proceed for dinner at local restaurant / hotel. Overnight at hotel.

Day -2: Kovalam ~ Trivandrum ~ Kovalam (32 kms both way/ 1 hrs) (B/L/D)

After breakfast, we will proceed for full day excursion of Trivandrum -(Thiruvananthapuram, its new name) the capital of Kerala, located at the South
Western tip of India, bounded by the Arabian Sea on the West and Tamil Nadu on the East. On arrival, we start from Napier Museum- Dating back to
1880, the Napier Museum building combines the Mughal, Kerala, Chinese and lItalian architectural styles. The building has a natural air-conditioning
system. The museum offer glimpses of Kerala’s rich cultural heritage. The museum showcases an excellent collection of bronzes historic ornaments,
ivory carvings and chariots, and life-size figurines of the Kathakali dancers in full costume. Then will visit Kuthiramalika Museum- most popularly known
as Kuthira Malika (Mansion of Horses), is a palace built by Swathi Thirunal Rama Varma, on the south-eastern side of Padmanabhaswamy temple.
Later on visit Sri Padmanabhaswamy Temple - Spread over an area of 2,400 sq. metres, the temple is believed to be over 260 years old. The temple
with its gopuram (tower) towering majestically is believed to be among the 108 shrines sacred to the Vaishnav in India. The main entrance of the temple
is through the eastern gopuram which towers to over 30 metres and is built in the Dravidian style. Afternoon, enjoy lunch at local restaurant with Keralian
style cuisine . Late afternoon enjoy the shopping in local market of Trivandrum. Evening back to Kovalam. Rest of time free for relaxation, then will
proceed for dinner at local restaurant / hotel. Overnight hotel

Day -3: Kovalam ~ Periyar (Thekkedy) (260 Kms / 6 hrs) (B/L/D)

Early breakfast, drive toward Periyar. On arrival, check in to the hotel and proceed for Lunch. Afternoon proceed for Jungle treks through the Periyar
Wildlife Sanctuary along with our much trained local guide and enjoy Elephant Safari in Sanctuary (Optional). Later on proceed for boat ride in Periyar
lake to watch wild animals, where you get chance to watch wild animals in their natural habitat. Thekkady through the valley of the Cardamom Hills.
Periyar (Thekkady) Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the well-maintained wildlife sanctuaries of South India and is spread out over an area of 777 sq km. The
splendid artificial lake formed by the Mullaperiyar dam across the Periyar River adds to the charm of the park. Enjoy the fragrant spice plantations on a
spice plantation tour, where you can touch, smell and taste almost all the spices seen across the world. In these private spice plantations you will see
how the spices actually grow in their plant form. (Optional). Then will proceed for the dense spice plantations. Later you can go to the spice market in
Kumily, where you can buy spices on very cheap rate like cardamom and other spices which is much costly in other part of world like Cardamom,
Cinnamon, Clove, Cashew nuts, Cuscus, Coffee, Grapes, Ginger, Honey, Star anise, Saffron, Spices drop, Tea, Mustard, Nutmeg, Fenugreek, Jeera,
Eueqlyptus oil, Anis, Turmeric, lasmine oil, sandal wood oil etc. Evening back to hotel and will proceed for a very lavish dinner with the taste of Kerala
cuisine. Overnight at hotel.

Day -4: Periyar (Thekkedy) - Alleppey (Backwater Houseboat) (150 kms / 4.5 hrs) (B/L/D)

Morning breakfast and drive toward Alleppey. On arrival, board into a traditional Kerala style Backwater Houseboat. While passing by boat, we will
observe the life style of local people and you will get opportunity to see palm fringed canals, watch the Paddy fields, village folk, relax on board hearing
lullaby of the wind and waves. This mysterious strip of emerald green land is stuffed with endless miles of placid backwaters that appends to its charm.
Lunch & dinner serve at houseboat. Overnight in at Houseboat.

Day-5: Alleppey -Cochin (60 kms/ 1 -1/2 hrs) B)

After breakfast at house boat, checkout and drive toward Cochin (Kochi), the palm green commercial capital of Kerala is located on the cluster of
islands and narrow peninsulas. The older parts of the city have an unlikely blend of medieval Portugal, Holland and an English country village grafted on
to the tropical Malabar Coast. Here you can see the oldest church in India, winding street crammed with 500 year old Portuguese houses, cantilevered
Chinese Fishing nets, a Jewish community whose roots go back to the Diaspora, 16th century Synagogue, a palace containing some of India’s most
beautiful murals. Afternoon guided tour of Fort Cochin also known as Old Kochi or West Kochi. - Founded in 1503, this Portuguese fort is now in ruins.
With its European heritage, its air of genteel decay, and stubborn self-absorption, it is a place where history, like a friendly phantom, still stalks the lonely
streets. One can see many remains of Indo-European architecture that still exist here. St. Francis Church- originally built in 1503, is the oldest
European church in India and has great historical significance as a mute witness to the European colonial struggle in the subcontinent. Santa Cruz
Basilica- a church in Kochi, Kerala built originally by the Portuguese and elevated to a Cathedral by Pope Paul IV in 1558, was spared by the
Dutch conquerors that destroyed many Catholic buildings, Chinese Fishing nets found at Kochi are definitely unique to the area. This is the only
location in the entire world outside of China where such fishing nets can be seen in use. Tradition has it that traders from the court of the infamous
Chinese ruler Kublai Khan brought these nets here centuries ago, and their popularity has been maintained. Even today, many local fishermen use
these enormous nets in their fishing endeavors. Dutch Palace - The Dutch palace at Mattancherry was actually built by the Portuguese and presented
to the Cochin Raja in AD 1555. The palace acquired its present name in 1663 when the Dutch carried out some extensions and repairs in it. The main
attractions of the palace lie in its wall murals that depict the scenes from the Ramayana. Jewish Synagogue - is the oldest existing synagogue. The
prosperous Jewish trading community built it in 1568 AD. It was partially destroyed in the 1962 war. Later it was rebuilt by the Dutch. This speaks for the
historical importance of the monument. Evening, Free for shopping. Later on proceed for dinner at local restaurant and then transfer to hotel for
overnight stay.

Day -6 : Cochin ~ Chennai ~Kuala Lumpur (B/D)

Breakfast at hotel and then you will be transfer to Cochin airport to your flight to Chennai. Lunch on board. On arrival, met and proceed for short
sightseeing of Chennai visit Fort ST. George - was built in 1640 AD, by the British East India Company under the direct supervision of Francis Day and
Andrew Cogon. This place achieved its hame from Saint George, the patron saint of England. Marina Beach: its the second longest beach in the world
with a stretch of 4.5 km (2.5 miles). This stretch is filled with statues of remembrance from our Tamil culture to our great leaders. A walk along the
Marina in the evening creates elated feelings. Evening dinner at local restaurant and then you will be transfer to Chennai airport for flight back KL.

Day-7 Arrival Kuala Lumpur
End of the tour with sweet memories of India....!!

e Meal on board will be at your own expenses
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